PHILOSOPHY MATTERS PRIZE

The Department of Philosophy awards the Philosophy Matters Prize annually for the best UO
graduate student essay(s) that showcase scholarly excellence and originality in philosophy.
Essays in all traditions and areas of philosophy are welcome. One graduate prize of $300 is
awarded each year, and the winner will be contacted by faculty towards the end of Spring term.
Winners and winning essay titles are posted on the Department of Philosophy website. One
graduate prize will be awarded during Spring 2026. This award is announced at the Philosophy
Commencement, the winners receive $300.

To be considered for the Philosophy Matters Prize, submit your essay by email in a standard
format (doc, pdf, rtf) to uophil@uoregon.edu no later than Friday May 15, 2026. Submissions
must be double-spaced and must not exceed 20 pages in length. Please indicate in the subject line
that your essay is a submission for the Philosophy Matters Prize. Please note that each student
may submit only one essay per academic year. Submitting an essay for the prize indicates
approval of posting the essay on the Department of Philosophy website in the event that it is
selected for the prize. The winning graduate essay will be selected by faculty on the Graduate
Studies Committee.



